
Hearts on Fire
WA R M - U P 1.  What was the most recent book you’ve read? 

 What was it about?

2.  Tell of a time you expected something but things
 turned out differently. 

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1.  In what area of your life do you not see 
 God in right now? Pray that God would open 
 your eyes to see that He is there and is moving 
 on your behalf.

2. Do you have a time set apart everyday for Bible 
 reading and prayer?

3. Are there fears or doubts that are currently 
 keeping you from walking with God? 

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W O R D “These people come near to me with their mouth and 
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by 
men.”

Isaiah 29:13

Christianity is more than just following a bunch of 
external rules and religious rituals.  Jesus is concerned 
with the condition of our hearts.  Following Jesus 
means having our hearts right with God.

The story of two disciples encountering the 
resurrected Christ on the road to Emmaus (Luke 
24:13-45) shows us that it is possible for people who 
follow Jesus to become slow of heart (Luke 24:25), 
not recognize God, and forget how to walk with Him. 

Following are three ways the disciples went from 
being slow of heart to having hearts burning for God.

1. Open Eyes
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, and he disappeared from their sight.

Luke 24:31

Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.
Psalm 119:18

Many times, God is walking with us, but because we 
have our eyes on our problems, our past, or ourselves, 
we don’t recognize He’s there. When we open our 
eyes and see all the good and wonderful things that 
God is doing in our lives, our hearts will burn with 
a renewed passion for Him.  What are some of the 
wonderful things that God has done for you? (See 
Ephesians 1:18,19.)

2. Open Scriptures
They asked each other,  “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened 
the Scriptures to us?” 

Luke 24:32

39“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think 
that by them you possess eternal life.  These are the 
Scriptures that testify about me 40yet you refuse to come 
to me to have life.”

John 5:39-40

We can read a lot of books and hear many good 
opinions, but until the Scriptures are opened, our 
hearts will remain slow, cold, and far away from God. 
We read the Bible to develop a deeper relationship 
with God, not to gain more knowledge of Scripture.   
It’s the Word of God that bridges our hearts to God. 
How has reading the Bible brought you into a deeper 
relationship with God? 

3. Open Mind 
38He said to them,  “Why are you troubled, and why do 
doubts rise in your minds?” . . .  45Then he opened their 
minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 

 Luke 24:38,45

When fear and doubt rise in our minds, our view 
of God gets clouded and our hearts grow cold. 
We need to open our minds to the things of God 
in order to see Him clearly and experience Him daily. 
What are other things that can close your mind to 
the things of God? 
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